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UM LECTURE FOCUSES ON EFFORTS TO IMPROVE LOCAL ENVIRONMENT 
MISSOULA -
Have you noticed that the painted curbs in Missoula are not as yellow as they used to 
be or wondered why chemical de-icers are used instead of sand to keep Missoula’s winter 
streets safe for drivers? If so, University of Montana chemistry Professor Garon Smith will 
answer these questions and more when he presents "Patterns in Air and Water: Better Living 
in Missoula Through Chemistry" Wednesday, Dec. 4. The lecture, which is free and open to 
the public, begins at 7 p.m. in the University Theatre.
Through a rather unusual method of revealing patterns that have been generated from 
mountains of raw data through colorful images, Smith will offer new insights into the Missoula 
community. Audience members not only will see the art in the patterns, but also, in one 
instance, will hear it as Smith performs a musical canon with accompanying images that were 
composed and painted by a mathematical equation.
The lecture is the second in the Provost’s Distinguished Faculty Series, a biannual 
event initiated spring semester by Provost Lois Muir to showcase the scholarly and artistic 
work of distinguished UM faculty members.
Smith’s research interests have always focused on environmental subjects, and he has 
long offered his expertise to help improve the quality of life in the Missoula community. For
-more-
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the past 10 years, he has served as vice chair of the Missoula City-County Board of Health and 
has been the county commissioners’ appointee to the Air Pollution Control Board and the 
Missoula Valley Water Quality District Board. He also serves as board liaison to the Missoula 
Air Quality Advisory Council. In 1995 he was appointed by Gov. Marc Racicot as a charter 
member to the Montana Board of Environmental Review.
Smith joined UM’s Department of Chemistry in 1991. He received a bachelor’s degree 
in environmental biology from the University of Colorado in 1973 and earned a doctorate in 
applied chemistry from the Colorado School of Mines in 1983. He has written and co-written 
more than 170 papers and technical reports, many of which have been presented at 
professional meetings.
Smith and UM graduate students have worked with local agencies and organizations on 
environmental issues ranging from elimination of hazardous air pollutants to remediation of 
mine sites. They also have been involved in projects to construct wetlands as a means to 
reduce nitrates in wastewater and have participated in research to create innovative biodiesel 
fuels from waste cooking oil and Montana-grown oil seed crops.
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